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respect for the law,, and the most ancient annals;
and the Japanese might put forward absence of pau-
perism as tests of civilisation, worth at least as much
as the others: they could, at any rate, maintain that
civilisations differ like religions, but that there is no
foundation for the claim of Europeans to be the sole
possessors of the former.

The use of unmeaning terms has superseded the
sense of law; and that superiority of civilisation
should have been put forward as a justification for
international acts, which would not have been to-
lerated, or even attempted between European nations,
shows how much the study of international law has
been neglected of late, and how much its first prin-
ciples have been set aside and contemned. The con-
fusion arising from this contempt of international
law, begun in Asia, is now spreading to Europe; and
the evil must increase, unless some great writer
should arise, with power to recall and enforce upon
the present generation the forgotten lessons and the
high morality of Grrotius, and the other writers who
followed him.

Meantime, it may be well to reiterate some of the
principles laid down by those great men; especially
those, the neglect and transgression of which have
led to disorders and wars, to the demoralisation of
states, and, subsequently, of individuals.